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Minister Krasniqi inaugurated the pavilion of
Kosovo at the Venice Biennale of Architecture

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli Krasniqi has
opened today the pavilion of Kosovo at the Biennale of
Architecture in Venice. The Republic of Kosovo is participating
for the first time in this significant event in the field of
architecture, with the project: “The Filigree Maker”, of the
curator Përparim Rama. At the opening ceremony was present
also the ambassador of Kosovo in Rome, Mrs. Bukurije
Gjonbalaj, as well as many architects and organizers of
Biennale. Minister Krasniqi said that the participation at the

Sport
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Biennale is an extremely great step and it presents an
opportunity to promote the heritage and potential of Kosovo in
architecture. “It is extremely important that Kosovo finally is
being presented at the Biennale of Architecture in Venice
which is the greatest global event of this field. I am happy that
the work carried out by the commissioner Bekim Ramku and
the curator Përparim Rama resulted as very successful and
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Minister Krasniqi inaugurated
the pavilion of Kosovo at the Venice
Biennale of Architecture
of

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr.
Memli Krasniqi has opened today the
pavilion of Kosovo at the Biennale of
Architecture in Venice. The Republic of
Kosovo is participating for the first time
in this significant event in the field of
architecture, with the project: “The
Filigree Maker”, of the curator Përparim
Rama. At the opening ceremony was
present also the ambassador of Kosovo in
Rome, Mrs. Bukurije Gjonbalaj, as well as
many architects and organizers of
Biennale.
Minister Krasniqi said that the
participation at the Biennale is an
extremely great step and it presents an
opportunity to promote the heritage and
potential of Kosovo in architecture. “It is
extremely important that Kosovo finally
is being presented at the Biennale of
Architecture in Venice which is the
greatest global event of this field. I am
happy that the work carried out by the
commissioner Bekim Ramku and the
curator Përparim Rama resulted as very
successful and I think that as a pavilion it
will be specific compared with many
other participating countries which have
been present many times in Venice.
Kosovo as a young country has a rich
history and cultural heritage and what is
most important, has a great potential that
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I hope we will have the opportunity to
promote in the world by supporting
creative minds”, said minister Krasniqi.
The architect and the commissioner of the
project Bekim Ramku thanked minister for
the initiative and the support given to the
project for the participation of Kosovo at
the Biennale. He highly assessed the
engagement of the curator Rama and the
rest of the team who worked for the
preparation of the pavilion.
Meanwhile, the architect and the curator of
the project Përparim Rama spoke
regarding the concept of the project.
“I am proud to be the first curator of the
pavilion of Kosovo and I think that we had
a wonderful team and we did a good job
which we are presenting here today. We
tried to show that architecture has an
emotional impact to people and as

architects we shall be responsible for this
fact. We are inviting all the visitors to vote
and show their emotions with respect to
buildings and the impact that architecture
has on them”, said Rama.
Whereas, the Ambassador of Kosovo in
Italy, Bukurie Gjonablaj said that this is a
very significant day for Kosovo and she is
happy that the concept of the respective
pavilion is drawing the attention of the
visitors.
The Filigree Maker invites all visitors on
filtering the images of the architecture of
Kosovo into the six following emotions:
happiness, sadness, excitement, freedom,
anger and strangulation.
The Biennale of Venice this year marks its
13th edition and will be open until 25
November and there will be presented 60
countries.
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Kosovo: Olympic Dreams
By David Lidington, July 30, 2012
Majlinda Kelmendi (white) competes
against Jaana Sundberg of Finland
(Photo by Michael Steele/Getty
Images)
Like many athletes, Majlinda Kelmendi
realised a sporting dream by
competing at London 2012. But
another, perhaps more important,
aspiration remains sadly unfulfilled:
the ambition to compete at the
Olympics for her own country.
Whereas every one of Majlinda's
competitors sported uniforms adorned
with three letter code that signifies
their country of origin, Majlinda did
not. The badge on her chest was not
the badge of her nation. In May this
year, the IOC decided that Majlinda
could not compete for Kosovo at
London 2012. If she wanted to fight, it
had to be under the flag of Albania.
Many athletes from Kosovo – who don't
have a second passport like Majlinda –
do not get to compete at all.
Yesterday, I had the honour of hosting
Kosovo's Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi
and President Atifete Jahjaga at the
Olympic Judo event at the ExCel Centre.
We were there to support Majlinda.
While Majinda was unlucky to be
knocked out in the second round, her
President and Prime Minister were
extremely proud of her performance.
At 21 and ranked in the world's top ten,
she remains a great hope for the future.
Majlinda had fought hard for the right
to compete under the Kosovo flag, even
resisting lucrative offers to fight for
other nations. The BBC followed her
story as part of its World Olympic
Dreams series. While her strength and
determination were on display at the
Excel centre, it was nothing compared
to the bravery of the eight year old
Majlinda who took up judo in 1999 in
the midst of violent conflict that had
largely destroyed her home town.
In many ways, Majlinda's resolve is
representative of how Kosovo's young
population has fought over the years –
first for independence and now to be
accepted on a global stage. Like
Majlinda – already a junior world
04

champion, Kosovo is making progress.
Almost half of the 193 UN Member
States have joined the UK in recognising
Kosovo's independence. It is now firmly
on the path towards EU membership.
And, sticking with the sporting theme,
FIFA recently decided that Kosovo's
national football team can play friendly
matches against its members.
Like many, I felt such great personal
pride in seeing Team GB team walk out
behind Sir Chris Hoy and the Union Flag
at the Olympic Opening Ceremony on
Friday evening. However I was reminded
of Majlinda's journey. It is a great pity
that she was unable to walk behind the
flag of her own country – the country for
which she has such hope and passion.

Britain is a strong supporter of Kosovo's
irreversible progress as an independent
and democratic country. We will remain
unflinching in our efforts to see it fully
integrated into the international
community. So while it was not possible
for Majlinda at London 2012, I firmly
believe that Majlinda and other Kosovan
athletes will walk out under the gold and
blue of Kosovo at Rio in four years time.

Foreign & Commonwealth Office
Minister for Europe.

NEWSLETTER

JUL/AUG 2012

Bi-monthly newsletter of Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sport of Republic of Kosovo

“Return” grabs “Heart of Sarajevo”

Prishtine, 14 July – The film “Return” of
Kosovo film director Blerta Zeqiri has
prevailed in another famous film
festival. On Saturday night she has been
awarded the main prize in the
competition of short films at the
Sarajevo Film Festival. In a solemn
ceremony – where was also present the
famous British actor Jeremy Irons – she
was handed the “Heart of Sarajevo”.
“I give my heart to Sarajevo” said the
Kosovo director while she was
appearing on stage of the National
Theatre of the Bosnian capital to
receive the prize, quoted Bosnian
media.
Just 24 hours earlier the same festival
has nominated “Return” for “European
Film Academy” – a competition for the
best short films in Europe, known as
the European “Oscar”. The Bosnian
actor Emin Bravo, Serbian director
Nikola Ljuca and French producer
Laurence Reymond has been the trio of
the jury who decided for this prize. The
“Heart of Sarajevo” for the best long
footage film belonged to the Romanian
film “All from our family” directed by
Rada Judah. The prize for the best actor
was given to Uliks Fehmiu. The son of
the greatest Albanian actor already
deceased Bekim Fehmiu, was rewarded
for his role in the Serbian film “The way
of the Ustasha”. The best actress was
announced Marija Pikiq for her role in
the Bosnian film “Children” The Special
Prize of Jury was awarded to Turkish
film “Across the hill” of Emin Alperin. In
the competition of long films was also
“The woman brushed off her tears”,
directed by the Macedonian director
Teona Strugar – Mitevska, where the
Kosovo actor Arben Bajraktaraj plays

one of the main roles.
Blerta Zeqiri has become the first film
director from Kosovo who wins a prize
in such a prestigious film festival in
Europe, that of Sarajevo. This is only the
second presence of Kosovo artists at
this festival, after the participation of
Ismet Sijarina, in a documentary film
session.
The film director Zeqiri, from Sarajevo,
declared for newspapers that she felt
good to receive this prize, for many
reasons. She said that “Sarajevo Film
Festival” this time, “smells” Kosovo
pretty much. There is also the famous
Kosovo actress Arta Dobroshi, who was
also a member of the jury in the
category of “European Film Academy
Nomination”.
“I felt extremely good that I received
this prize by the hands of Arta” said
Zeqiri when she spoke about the
nomination made by SFF. “I felt very
well for the promotion of Kosovo”, she
added. While describing the
atmosphere of the festival, the film
director Blerta Zeqiri has initially
mentioned the fact that she was able to
attend this festival.
“It is a very good feeling; first, because
I was able to attend this festival,
because it was really difficult for us to
get a visa as we have not been
recognized by Bosnia as a country yet.
Other team members were not able to
come precisely due to this problem,
said Zeqiri.
Nevertheless, she did not spare saying
good words for the festival which has
become famous in Europe.
Normally, the festival is very good,
great, with many people and
opportunities to opening new pathways

of cooperation, “said Zeqiri.
Beside the Oscar winner Jeremy Irons,
the famous actor Angelina Jolie was also
the star of the festival. She attended the
opening of the festival. “I have not met
Jolie, as she has gone before I came, but I
met with Jeremy Irons, “said Zeqiri on
Saturday afternoon.
Otherwise, on the official website of the
“European Film Academy” in the
category of short films have already
been posted some of the contenders for
the best film on this category in Europe.
Nomination of “Sarajevo Film Festival”
has not been posted on the official
website of this competition, meanwhile,
are expected nominations of some other
festivals as well. The 25th edition of this
competition will be held on the first day
of December, in Tallinn of Malta. The film
“Return”, a production of “The Group” is
declared a winner of the prize for the
best international short film category at
the 29th edition of “Sundance Film
Festival”. The film of Blerta Zeqiri
received the prize for the best direction
in “The European Independent Film
Festival”, held in Nijmegen of
Netherlands. With the same film Zeqiri
prevailed convincingly, by being
awarded 6 prizes at “Nine Eleven
“festival in Prishtina.
“Return” is a family drama of an
Albanian prisoner (Lulzim Bucolli), who
returns from Serbian prisons after the
end of the war. He faces with the great
change, not freedom, but the
consequences of his wife's rape (Adriana
Matoshi). With all the suffering and
horrors, she agrees to bring to life the
child, as a result of the rape, by baptizing
with the name Jeta./KohaDitore/
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Majlinda will be leading the Olympic team
of Kosovo in Rio 2016

Upon her presentation at the Olympic
Games “London 2012”, Majlinda
Kelmendi presented to all people an
excitement that was never experienced
before in such competition and no
doubt she is our proud, emblem of
Kosovo sport and I am convinced that
she will be the leader of the Olympic
team of the Republic of Kosovo at the
Olympic Games “Rio 2016”.
So said among others, Minister of
Culture, Youth and Sports in a press
conference held at the International
Airport of Prishtina “Adem Jashari”,
together with the judoka Kelmendi, her
coach Driton Kuka, and the President of
Kosovo Judo Federation, Agron Kuka,
who returned today from London. Just
as he accompanied Majlinda to the
airport, minister Krasniqi welcomed
her and her team at the IAP “Adem
Jashari” as well.
Minister further added that the
participation of Majlinda itself at the
Olympics, an achievement made after a
hard work and based on her scores but
not as invited, is an outstanding
success for her and sport in Kosovo. He
stated that on this occasion it is also
proved the great commitment of all
Institutions of Kosovo, with the aim of
06

supporting Majlinda and sport in
general. “ She provided a performance,
emotions that were never experienced
before and no doubt she was and she
still remains the proud of Kosovo sport
and an inspiration alive for thousands
athletes of Kosovo, as her success will
inspire them in continuity and will have
even more impact on realising their
dreams“, said minister.
He congratulated the coach Kuka and the
heads of Federation for their tireless
work so far, while promising them that
the institutional support provided to
them will increase even more. Minister
expressed his thanks for the Olympic
Committee of Kosovo, Ministry of
Tourism, Culture, Youth and Sports of the
Republic of Albania, Albanian Olympic
Committee for their assistance and
cooperation provided. In his speech,
minister added that Kosovo will have
Majlinda as a leader of its team in “Rio”,
and together with her there will be many
other young athletes, in judo, box,
wrestling and other sports as well, who
will be the proud of Kosovo. The story of
Majlinda, said minister Krasniqi has
been an irreplaceable lobbying to
breaking the unfair isolation towards
Kosovo in sport. “I have stated that the

best story, the real history of Kosovo
sport is personified through Majlinda
Kelmendi, who was the emblem of sport,
and our battle for the
internationalisation of sport.
In recent days, the most important
media of the world such as BBC, The
Guardian, Aljazeera, and many others,
once again have continued to treat the
issue of isolation of Kosovo athletes”,
said minister.
He added that as the technical criteria
for the application of Olympic
Committee of Kosovo to be a member of
the International Olympic Committee is
already fulfilled; we will safely proceed
and be convinced to receive a positive
answer. “Upon the recognition of Kosovo
as a state by 100 countries, we will apply
to be a member of the International
Olympic Committee. I am convinced that
the number of recognitions will increase
in the following next months and I
strongly believe that we will be prepared
and receive a deserved answer,
respectively, a positive answer”.
For her side, the judoka Majlinda
Kelmendi expressed her thanks for all
people, the heads of the State of Kosovo,
the President, the Prime Minister and
Minister Krasniqi, who stayed next to

NEWSLETTER
her. She said that the result in London
was not what her expectations were
and because of the great will to win
medals, she made mistakes that she
paid with a loss. “I know that the result
was not what our expectations were.
Probably it simply was not a lucky day.
It never happened to lose a
confrontation by a competitor that has
much less level than me. Probably it
simply was not my day, probably it was
unsatisfied concentration, and/or my
presence at the Olympic Games itself,
as it is psychologically stressful”, she
said, while promising that in the
following next European and World
competitions she will work hard, and
by learning the lesson from the
experience in London she will aim to
be really prepared for the following
next Games, “Rio 2016”. Unfortunately
it happened at the Olympic Games, but
nevertheless it will be an experience.
That is sport and in sport everything is
possible. Meanwhile, there will be
other competitions and I believe that
such mistakes will not be repeated”.
Her coach, Driton Kuka, as well
expressed that for him the result was
surprising, and this happened due to
mistakes and the great desire to win.
He said that Majlinda achieved an
outstanding success, by ensuring the
Olympic norm and by taking part at the
Olympic Games. Kuka added that he

JUL/AUG 2012

will start working with Majlinda and
other judokas in order to prepare a
really strong team for “Rio 2012”. The
coach Kuka expressed his thanks to
minister who stayed next to them in
every single step, during the last two
years. “Majlinda incurred a loss due to a
mistake. We have achieved the
qualification and our second goal was
Majlinda to debut by winning. This
should be assessed as the first victory of
Kosovo, while our goal for medals I
believe will be achieved in Rio. I believe
that we will have further support like we

Bi-monthly newsletter of Ministry of Culture,
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really had in the last two years, as
Majlinda Kelmendi was an emblem of
Kosovo and she has proved to be the best
ambassador of Kosovo.
I believe and I asked minister Krasniqi to
further support us as he really fostered
all our commitment for sport”, he said.
On the other hand, the head of Judo
Federation of Kosovo, Agron Kuka, said
he believes that our commitment and
engagement for sport will further
increase, in order to increasingly have
athletes who will be representing the
true image of Kosovo to the world.
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For the first time two associations for the
collective administration of copyright are licensed
in the Republic of Kosovo

Today was undertaken a very
significant step for the protection of
copyright. Two associations for
collective administration of copyright,
IPAK - for the field of music and VAPIKfor the audio-visual field, have already
obtained the license from the Office on
Copyright, in order to administer these
rights, by negotiating with the users of
these rights first.
Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports,
Mr. Memli Krasniqi, handed the
licenses to the representatives of these
associations, Mr. Florent Boshnjaku
from APIK and Mr. Blerim Gjoci from
VAPIK. He wished them good luck and
expressed the conviction that such an
example will also be followed by
creators of other fields included in
copyright.
Minister Krasniqi after the meeting
with representatives of these two
associations, in the press conference
added that licensing of these
associations really constitutes an
important step for Kosovo, as this is
happening for the first time after more
than 20 years. "It is probably a delayed
step, but I feel good that by a great
commitment of the office on copyright
08

and of the respective associations for
collective administration, we managed to
move things forward. As a result, today
are licensed for the first time two
associations for the collective
administration of copyright.
We will be a hundred per cent
committed to pushing this process
forward, because it is a need of authors,
overall society and it also brings Kosovo
closer to European standards, because
this field is one of the criteria on our way
towards European integration, "said
Minister, while announcing other
important steps to be undertaken in the
future with the aim of best protection of
original works.
He was also asked by journalists about
the strategy against forgery and piracy.
"The strategy is almost completed. We
have had several meetings, led by the
Office on Copyright and by the valuable
assistance of Slovenian experts but also
experts from other countries, we believe
that not further then during August we
will have the strategy ready in order to
start its implementation ".
Nevertheless, author themselves enjoyed
the licensing mostly. Blerim Gjoci, a film

producer, representing VAPIK
association that administers the audiovisual rights, said that such a step is
indeed historic for him. "I would say that
for us this day is truly historic! For the
first time after 20 years, this day finally
came. I said even earlier that it was
needed an iron will to achieve this. I
thank every office of this Ministry, the
minister in particular, who have always
been willing to help us in order to be
consolidated as an association ", he said.
Also, Florent Boshnjaku, a composer and
the representative from APIK
associations that administers rights in
the field of music, pointed out that this
was not an easy task at all. "I want to
thank the Ministry of Culture, Youth and
Sports, Minister Memli Krasniqi in
particular for their work and support.
There was not an easy task to reach this
far. But the office on copyright carried
out a hard work. Fortunately we are
enjoying this very significant day for all
authors in the field of music while, from
today an even greater obligation
commences for all of us and we hope to
encounter an understanding with music
users and for a very short time to be an
example in the region, "he stated.
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MCYS renovates 11 football stadiums, with an investment
value of over 1 million and 100 thousand Euros
In a press conference, Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports,
Mr. Memli Krasniqi said that this is one of the best news for
the whole sports community in Kosovo and from now the
conditions of sports grounds will dramatically change and
youth will have more space for expressing their talent.
Moreover, he added, the Republic of Kosovo is establishing the
necessary conditions for the development of the international
friendship matches, now that FIFA has allowed friendship
matches for the national team and Kosovo teams.
“Capital investments in sport are our top priority this year
and there will be really dramatic changes, especially when
taking into account that such million worth investments are
carried out for the first time in the Republic of Kosovo, in the
last 20 years. These investments are as a result of a continues
increase of the sports budget and including also the review of
the budget in June of this year, the budget of MCYS for sports
infrastructure is increased for over 1 million Euros”, said
minister Krasniqi, while stating that this year our focus have
been on stadiums where Super League competitions are
developed. “This is achieved in cooperation with Federation
and Municipalities and of course in the next following year
with such cooperation, we will continue investments in other
stadiums as well”, he said. Minister added that except these
direct investments of MCYS in stadiums, it is expected the
beginning of the construction of six subsidiary football
stadiums very soon, a donation 3, 5 million Euros worth by
the European Committee. He said that Kosovo will also have a
national stadium, but in order to achieve this, there will be a
proper coordination with all relevant sports institutions,
central and local Government.
In his speech, Minister also said that the Law on sponsorship
and donation will be ready very soon, so there will be
possibilities and facilities provided to private sector in order
to invest in sport.
Except infrastructure, Minister Krasniqi said that MCYS will
continue to support Federations in other engagements as
well, such as in the organisation of competitions, camping, the
international presentations and any other national
engagement.
Investments
500 thousand Euros will be invested for the renovation of the
Olympic Stadium “Adem Jashari” in Mitrovica. Minister said
that this stadium and the stadium of Prishtina have the most
approximate parameters to fulfil the conditions for the
development of the international matches. “I would like to say
that we have planned to carry out the entire renovation of this
stadium but this is only the first phase of works. We expect to
continue the renovation in the next year as well, until making
it really complete for the international matches”, said minister,
while presenting the investments for other stadiums,
palaestra and polygons as follows:
Renovation of the City Stadium in Prizren, about 120
thousand Euros planned investment.
Renovation of Stadium “Riza Lushta” in Mitrovica, about 40
thousand Euros investment.
Continuation of the renovation of the City Stadium in Peja,
about 60 thousand Euros planned investment
Renovation of stadium in Gjakova, about 45 thousand Euros
planned investment.

Renovation of stadiums in Shtime, about 70 thousand Euros
planned investment
Renovation of stadium in Kaçanik, about 35 thousand Euros
planned investment
Renovation of the City stadium in Skenderaj, about 150
thousand Euros planned investment
Renovation of stadium Flamurtari in Prishtinë, about 30
thousand euro planned investment
Renovation of stadium in Fushë Kosovë, about 30 thousand
Euros planned investment.
Renovation of the club stadium Hysi in Podujevë, about 35
thousand Euros planned investment.
Except the renovation of stadiums, MCYS has also added
investments in the renovation of sports palaestra. With the
aim of making the Palestra “1 Tetori “in Prishtina functional,
100 thousand Euros have been allocated to repair the flooring
entirely, a co-finance with the Centre of Students.
With an investment of about 20 thousand Euros will partly be
renovated the sports palestra in Gjilan, while about 60
thousand Euros will be invested for the palestra in Ferizaj.
By a co-finance with the municipality of Peja will be
constructed the modern Sports Hall in the Gymnasium “Bedri
Pejani” in Pejë, in a value of about 450 thousand Euros, by 60
% investment of the MCYS.
In compliance with the objectives of MCYS for the school
sports development, MCYS this year has allocated about 200
thousand Euros for the construction and renovation of sports
polygons in several villages of different municipalities of
Kosovo. The beneficiaries will be the following:
Village Novosellë, Municipality of Peja; Village Cernicë,
Municipality of Gjilanit; Village Polluzhë, Municipality of
Drenas; Village Oshlan, Municipality of Vushtrri; Village
Veriq, Municipality of Istog; Village Broliq, Municipality of
Peja; Village Smolicë, Municipality of Gjakova; Village Prelez,
Municipality of Ferizaj and Village Qubrel, Municipality of
Skenderaj.
This year has also begun the construction of the
Multifunctional Centre in Mitrovicë, a project that is cofinanced by the Government of the Republic of Kosovo and the
European Committee, and the investments are about 22
million Euros worth. MCYS has allocated 8.5 million Euros for
the project. 4 million Euros have been allocated this year,
while the other part will be allocated in the next following
year. The European Committee will finance the other part of
the amount.
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Promotional campaign of the 2.8 million Euros project
for youth development in Kosovo is opened

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports,
Mr. Memli Krasniqi has opened the
promotional campaign for "Project for
Youth Development in Kosovo", through
which youth from the whole Kosovo
will rely for the implementation of
ideas for new businesses, development
of existing businesses, advises and
monitoring as well as award of grants
for youth centers in Kosovo.
This project is 2.8 million Euros worth,
it is within the frame of Ministry of
Culture, Youth and Sports and it is
supported by World Bank.
Minister Krasniqi, in the ceremony held
at Swiss Diamond Hotel in Pristina, said
that project in question constitutes one
of the best youth opportunities. Present
in the ceremony was also the Italian
Ambassador in Kosovo, Mr. Michale
Giffoni, whose state has been one of the
major donors to fund the project.
"It is one of the best opportunities for
our youth to implement their ideas for
business development, increase
knowledge for the proffesion they want,
and increase cooperation among
themselves regardless of ethnicity,
gender, religion, regional, political or
other distinction, "said Minister
Krasniqi, as he thanked World Bank and
Italian Government for the support
provided to youth sector.
He assessed that such a great
investment in this project is one of the
great guarantees in order to have real
tangible results in favor of youth, and all
society. "But sometimes success does
not depend exclusively on the invested
financial means , but from purpose,
components and the commitment
shown in order to be realized in the
best possible manner.
And I feel really happy that this project
for youth development in Kosovo
comprises of these three components.
10

Grants for youth centers, grants for
starting a new business, grants for
existing businesses, professional
assistance through training and
ongoing consultation, as well as youth
involvement without any distinction,
are the best forms of support and no
doubt they will bring satisfactory
results.
I am fully convinced that commitment
from all of us will be in maximum and
many young pople will realize their
ideas and goals, "added Minister. He
said that each year youth will be
provided with greater opportunities,
because they are the most important
part of society.
Youth, said minister, nowdays have an
important role in the management of
high institutions of the state. He once
again expressed the support of MCYS
for all youth mechanisms in Kosovo,
with the aim of realizing the greatest
possible demands of youth.
On the other hand, manager of the
Office of World Bank in Kosovo, Mr. Jan
Peter Olters assessed young population
of Kosovo as a potencial of Kosovo
itself. He appreciated the fact regarding
achievements made so far and he
emphasised that with a high
commitment and good planning of
ideas and projects, successes will be
even greater. Mr. Jan Peter Olters also
confirmed that World Bank will
continue to further support the youth
sector in Kosovo.
While mentioning some specifics of the
project and its phases of
implementation, Director of Youth
Department within MCYS, Mr. Xhevat
Bajrami, said that a crucial goal remains
still the compilation of clarified youth
policies.
"Youth policies will be one of the
longest engagements of Youth

Department in the future, so we value
and appreciate a lot, any support from
various donors, and in this case we
assess a lot the World Bank's
commitment on supporting Youth
Department. We expect, through our
cooperation to achieve strategic goals
and objectives for youth sector and
develop policies that will advance the
situation of youth who face many
challenges of daily life, "he said.
PKYD 2 consists of the four following
key components interrelated with each
other:
Sustainability of youth centers: through
grants, aims to ensure sustainability of
quality services for youth through iACT
Centers in partnership with PKYD.
Young entrepreneurs and business
development: will directly have effect in
decreasing unemployment and will
foster youth employment in Kosovo
through entrepreneurial training,
grants for development and starting the
business, professional training and
practical work.
This model is based on previous
successful experience of various
organizations in Kosovo, and World
Bank.
Institutional capacity building for Youth
Department : PKYD 2 will continue its
efforts on strengthening youth policies
and capacity building for Department of
Youth. This will also include the support
provided to MCYS, in particular to
Department of Youth, especially in:
Support for the development of youth
policies and their implementation, (ii)
Strategy and action plan for youth and
Law on enforcement and youth
participation. Project management,
monitoring and evaluation: focuses on
general management, functioning,
monitoring and evaluation of project.
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Projects for the restoration of five monuments of cultural heritage
of Kosovo are presented
Turkish Cooperation and Coordination
Agency has presented today the
projects for the restoration of some
monuments of cultural heritage in
Kosovo, in different towns. In this
occasion took part also the Minister of
Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli
Krasniqi, deputy Prime Minister of
Turkey, Mr. Bekir Bozdag, as well as
other officials of the Government of the
Republic of Kosovo and Turkey.
With the donation from TIKA, it will be
restored the yard of the Big Mosque, in
Prishtina, the yard of Sinan Pasha
Mosque in Prizren, the Mosque of
Jashar Pasha in Prishtina, the Hammam
of Vushtrria (Gazi Ali Beu), as well as
the restoration of the Mosque of Janjeva
(Murat Beu).
In his speech, minister Krasniqi said
that the respective projects and all the
work carried out by TIKA in the past is
really an outstanding great support for
Kosovo. He said that Kosovo is grateful
for the assistance provided from Turkey
in many segments and for a long time.
“Cultural heritage is a priority of the
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports
and in the last years many positive
steps have been undertaken in this
field. We are lucky to have received a
valuable assistance from you. So I am

committed on continuing and
deepening even more our common
cooperation. The Republic of Kosovo
has a rich cultural heritage, and its
background and diversity is a value of
our people for which all of us, without
any distinction, should be proud.
People of Kosovo have proved that
cultural heritage should be seen as
unifying point rather than dividing
point”, said minister while adding that
Turkish state is one of the good models
of heritage management. “Turkey
except investment in restoration of
many monuments of heritage in
Kosovo, has also provided its best
experts who brought to our country
their expertise and practices. So our
cooperation with TIKA, as well as other
partners is very important for us”, he
said.
On the other hand, deputy Prime

Minister of Turkey, Mr. Bekir Bozdag
said that Turkey will continue to further
support Kosovo in many fields.
“Kosovo has a very rich heritage and as
such it should be preserved in order to
pass it on to future generations. Tourism
is an aspect related to heritage, so by
preservation and protection of
monuments, Kosovo will be a beloved
country for tourists. I want to thank
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports for
the cooperation provided, as without its
cooperation these projects could not be
realised. Turkey will continue to support
Kosovo in the future as well especially in
the aspects of economic development”,
he said.
TIKA is the Turkish Government Agency
that operates in Kosovo for more than
five years, by providing assistance in
many spheres of the society.

Minister Krasniqi and Deputy Prime Minister Bozdag inaugurated
Bajraktari mausoleum

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports,
Mr. Memli Krasniqi together with the
deputy Prime Minister of Turkey, Mr.
Bekir Bozdag have inaugurated the
Bajraktari Mausoleum (mausoleum of
Gazi Mestan) in village Mazgit of the
municipality of Obiliq, which was
restored by the Turkish Cooperation
and Coordination Agency.
In his speech, Minister Krasniqi said
that the mausoleum is a significant part
of the cultural heritage of Kosovo, and a
global value as well because it
represents the past of humankind.
Minister added that Kosovo has a
heritage that is known for its diversity.

He said that in the last years in the field
of heritage there were many positive
developments, in the frame of
restorations, excavations and other
engagements as well. Minister stated
that MCYS had numerous supporters
and in this occasion he expressed his
thanks to the Turkish Cooperation and
Coordination Agency that has provided
and still provides a valuable
contribution in the field of heritage but
also in other segments of life.
“Heritage is an important aspect of
tourism and we are working together
with our partners in order to promote
our cultural treasure as much as
possible, with the aim of making
Kosovo an import address for tourists
from all over the world”, said minister,
while expressing his readiness to
further deepening the cooperation
withTIKA and other local and
international partners of Kosovo, in
order to have positive achievements
and good management of heritage field.

On the other hand, deputy Prime
Minister of Turkey, Mr. Bekir Bozdag said
that the mausoleum really represents
the past of humankind and except being
Kosovo heritage; it is also a value of
Balkans and beyond.
Bozdag spoke regarding the importance
of heritage propagation to new
generations and its use as a good
potential for tourism. He expressed the
readiness of Turkish Government on
continuing its assistance for Kosovo, in
the political, economic as well as cultural
aspects.
During the day, Minister Krasniqi and
deputy Prime Minister Bozdag
participated in the presentation of the
next TIKA projects in Kosovo, in the field
of heritage including restoration of the
yard of the Big Mosque, in Prishtina, the
yard of Sinan Pasha Mosque in Prizren,
the Mosque of Jashar Pasha in Prishtina,
the Hammam of Vushtrri (Gazi Ali Beu),
as well as the restoration of the Mosque
of Janjeva (Murat Beu).
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MCYS receives a positive assessment for management
of public finances

Report of the General Auditor for the
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports
for 2011 was published on Saturday,
and he has highlighted the significant
progress that is made in the
management of public finances, by
giving the unqualified opinion, which is
the most positive report type and the
highest positive evaluation that the
General Auditor could give. The
explanation for this opinion is
decisively as follows:
“An unqualified opinion is issued when
the auditor is satisfied in all material
aspects such as:

a) financial statements are prepared by
using acceptable basis and accounting
policies which are implemented in a
consistent way (sustainable);
b) the statements are in accordance
with statutory requirements and
relevant regulations;
c) the view presented in the financial
statements is consistent with the
auditor's knowledge about the audited
entity;
d)it is an adequate disclosure of all
material matters relevant to
thefinancial statements. "
We welcome this assessment and also

appreciate the fact that from the
recommendations given to the Ministry
of Culture, Youth and Sports in the
previous report, 2 are fully
accomplished and 4 others are in
process of fulfilment.
Despite this positive assessment, the
report has produced some weaknesses
in procedural and administrative
aspects, for which MCYS will work
seriously to improve. We also want to
note that in some assessments of the
General Auditor regarding some
activities of MCYS are not included
explanations and comments given by
management of MCYS, and there are
evaluations completely unexplained by
compilers.
MCYS wants to reemphasise that the
work to implement the
recommendations of the report of the
General Auditor will continue with a
high responsibility, and we shall
undertake all necessary measures to
continue the reform of administration,
by making it more efficient,
professional and more responsible, in
the service of law and transparency.

Ethno Fest 2012 promotes culture and tradition of
Kosovo
On 31 June was opened the second
edition of Festival of arts and traditional
culture in village Kukaj 0f Prishtina, but
this year it is enhanced by promoting
the agricultural productivity as well.
Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports
Mr. Memli Krasniqi and Minister of
Agriculture, Forestry and Rural
Development Mr. Blerand Stavileci
opened this festival which will be held
until 6 July.
Minister Krasniqi in his speech pointed
out that Ethno Fest has become one of
the most significant cultural events in
the country, even since its second
edition. “It is an original event, as its
basis and essence is to promoting our
tradition, culture and heritage, but this
year the festival is being enhanced by
promotion of country's productivity as
well.
The success of this festival provides a
guarantee for its continuous support
and in the future we will do our best on
organising this festival as good as
possible”, said Krasniqi. He added that
MCYS will continue to increase its
12

support for culture, not only by
developing a considerable fond of
numerous and qualitative activities but
by also supporting projects that aim to
promote our tradition and culture
throughout the world.
On the other hand Minister of MAFRD,
Blerand Stavileci pointed out that this
year festival is joining together the
cultural and agro rural image and year
by year it is becoming one of the most
promoting activities of this area. “This
year the festival is being enriched by
other events as well, while except
activities related to culture and
tradition, we have also included the
promotion of local productivity and

traditional food” pointed out Stavileci.
He added that in the following next
years the festival should also be
supplemented by other activities and
should be given an international
character because by improving the
cultural image our country can improve
the economic image as well. The Ethno
Fest festival will be open until 6 July
and during the following days will be
presented around 40 artistic programs
related to life in rural areas and
agricultural activity, different solo
concerts, ensembles of songs, dances
and archaic rites, picture, photographic,
and graphic exhibitions with topics on
tradition, traditional rituals and
projections of documentary films as
well as promotion of books. To artistic
groups that will be presenting cultural
values and to 20 local manufacturers
who are participating in the festival, in
the last night closing of the festival will
be awarded different prices as well.
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Amendments to the Law on Cultural Heritage enable
a much more efficient management of the sector

With the amendments being made to
the Law on Heritage it is expected to
have a clearer regulation that will
enable positive developments in the
field of cultural heritage. So said today
among others, Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli Krasniqi,
in the public hearing organized by
MCYS for Draft Law on Cultural
Heritage, where were participating
the representatives of cultural
heritage Institutions, archaeologists,
architects, representatives of
nongovernmental organizations and
representatives of international
mechanisms.
He said that this is only a draft and
welcomed the recommendations given
by the participants in this public
hearing. According to Minister
Krasniqi, this draft provides an answer
and clarified solution for the
management manner and structure of
the cultural heritage and furthermore
creates new mechanisms that have so
far been lacking in Kosovo and which
are also the requirement of European
standards.
"In this Law it is foreseen the
establishment of the Inspectorate of
Cultural Heritage, which will be a
supervisory body for all the works to
be carried out in restoration,
conservation and archaeological
excavations. The role and
responsibility of this mechanism is
clearly defined and enables an

efficient work. The Inspectorate will
enable a good performance of the
works and will eliminate those
uncertainties and suspicions for
manipulation or unprofessional
work that occurred in the past, "said
Minister Krasniqi, while mentioning
that by seeing that Kosovo Council
for Cultural Heritage is formed by
the Assembly pursuant to current
Law into force and for several years
was not functioning, with the
amendments made, it was given a
proposal the Council to be appointed
by the Government and its reports
shall be forwarded to the
Government, in order to enable full
functioning of this Institution.
"Also the issue of expropriation, as a
very important segment is explained
properly and is in full compliance
with other laws into force of the
Republic of Kosovo", said the
minister. The Minister emphasised
that it is understandable that
probably there are deficiencies in the
amendments that were made as well
and that's why he asked the
participants to provide their
recommendations, which then could
be incorporated in the draft to be
submitted for approval to the
Government and afterwards to the
Assembly.

preservation and promotion of
heritage, nevertheless, he added that
it is required a higher responsibility
and engagement by these
institutions themselves and society
in general in order to implement this
Law. The Minister added that
sublegal acts will be issued as well in
the future with the aim to
supplement and further specify the
regulation of this field.
On the other hand, participants
expressed their support for this
initiative on amendment of the Law,
while emphasizing the lack of
implementation and uncertainties of
the current Law. They recommended
that in this draft should be even a
greater accuracy on specification of
responsible institutions to manage
the heritage, a greater coordination
and clarification of terminology, in
order that in the future there is no
uncertainty that in the past were
present, due to incorrect
terminology.
Minister thanked all those who
contributed in compilation of this
draft so far and he requested from all
experts and representatives of
institutions to forward their
recommendations in the following
next days in order to complete the
Draft Law.

He added that it is evident that a
good legal basis facilitates the work
of all institutions responsible for
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Young Kosovo boxers now have the opportunity to prove
their great potential to the world
Membership of Kosovo Boxing
Federation in the International Boxing
Association is one of the most significant
news for Kosovo sport and an additional
encouragement for all institutions, MCYS,
Kosovo Olympic Committee and sports
federations in order to increase their
commitment for full internationalization
of Kosovo sport. So, said today Minister
of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli
Krasniqi at the press conference after a
meeting with the heads of Kosovo Boxing
Federation respectively, President Mr.
Ramadan Selimi and the President of
Kosovo Olympic Committee, Mr. Besim
Hasani. Kosovo Boxing Federation has
become the 195 member of the AIBA, and
the membership is with full rights but on
temporary basis until confirmation by
AIBA's Congress in 2014.
This form of membership enables Kosovo
to be equal with all other member
countries. Minister Krasniqi
congratulated federation for the hard
work carried out so far, and he also
expressed his thanks to our successful
boxers in the world as well as to many
international friends who assisted on
achieving this goal. "It is a tremendous
encouragement for all young boxers and
all members of boxing federation who,
for many years, in unfavourable
conditions and isolation have worked
with a great willingness. Now on, by
breaking the isolation are created new
opportunities in order to continue the
glorious tradition of boxing in Kosovo,
and continue in our road which is already
paved by legends of Kosovo boxing, and
show our qualities in boxing, as shown
previously in all levels of competitions,

even in the Olympics”, pointed out Minister Krasniqi. He added that boxing has a long
tradition and has given a lot to Kosovo and even beyond.
"I am convinced that we have the potential to achieve extraordinary successes in the
highest world levels. I want to express unreserved support for the federation, boxers,
coaches and referees. We should make progress of our boxing potential and prove to the
globe that we really have a potential and we deserve our place in the boxing arena of
Kosovo, "he said.
Minister said that in the next following days are expected other federations to become
members of respective international federations as well. At this rate, minister said, we
will much faster and safer proceed towards the application of the Kosovo Olympic
Committee into International Olympic Committee.
On the other hand, the president of Kosovo Boxing Federation, Mr. Selim Ramadani said
that internationalization of boxing is a result of a coordinated work and effort between
MCYS, KOC and the federation and many other actors. He thanked Minister Krasniqi for
the support and promised for a greater commitment for development of qualitative
boxing as a sport with a long tradition. "Lobbying has been tremendous, especially by
meetings of Minister Krasniqi abroad and official communications through letters. I want
to thank our well known boxers of the world for their support provided to us by their
participation in different competitions, in organisation of tournaments and progress of
competitions, "he said.
Besim Hasani, President of KOC congratulated federation for the hard work and he
expects that federation will carry out even a harder work and he also expressed his
confidence that the quality of competitions and organizations will increase, and
presentation of our boxers in the future will be remarkable.

Minister Krasniqi in a meeting with Czech Ambassador to Kosovo,
Jiri Dolezel

Cooperation between two countries in
the field of culture, but also in other
segments have been topic of discussion in
the meeting between Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli Krasniqi and
the Czech Ambassador in Pristina, Mr. Jiri
Dolezel. With a particular emphasis they
have talked regarding a joint project of
the Czech Embassy, MCYS and
theEuropean Commission, "European
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Summer Music Academy" which has
commenced to be held in Prishtina from 11
July and will last until 20 July. This event
has gathered in Pristina students from all
over Kosovo, Albania and Macedonia, of the
field of classical music, and who will be part
of lectures and trainings of outstanding
professors from Europe and Kosovo. In
addition there will also be several different
concerts, and the most particular will be
the one that will be held on 17 July at the
Red Hall in Prishtina. Minister Krasniqi
assessed this joint project as very
important, while evaluating that it helps
students get the best experiences from
prominent European professors in the field
of music, and they will also have the
opportunity to prove their talent before

public. He said that the Republic of
Kosovo and the Czech Republic have a
very good interstate cooperation and
expressed his willingness to have a
deepening of relations between two
countries in the field of culture. It's a very
good initiative that I believe will continue
in future years as well, said minister
Krasniqi. On the other hand, the
Ambassador Dolezel thanked Minister
Krasniqi for the support he has given to
"European Summer Music Academy" but
also for his willingness to deepen
cooperation, and expand the range of joint
activities. The Czech Ambassador said
that his country will assist Kosovo in
developing culture and education and
promotion of young artists.
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Minister Krasniqi met Kosovo basketball player
Dardan Berisha
Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli Krasniqi had a meeting
with the Kosovo basketball player Dardan Berisha, who plays in Poland. In
this meeting was also present the chairman of the Basketball Federation of
Kosovo, Mr. Fatmir Gashi. The basketball player from Peja was excellent in
the last year's European Basketball Championship, by scoring the crucial
points for Poland that enabled the victory of the Poland national team.
Dardan Berisha began his career in Peja and he continued it in Croatia,
Spain and then Poland. Minister Krasniqi appreciated the success achieved
by Berisha and he added that this constitutes not only a personal success,
but also the success of all other Kosovo basketball players. "Indeed we are
feeling very proud of you, in your very good presentations at the European
Championships and you are a true image of Kosovo to have changed to many people the perceptions about Kosovo," said
minister Krasniqi. He added that Dardan is an example of a new generation of Kosovo, and above all a great hope for the
future of basketball in the country. "Dardan proves that we have many talents, and in all sports," said the minister.
During the meeting he informed the basketball player Berisha with the work being done in general for sports
development in Kosovo, and he emphasised that there are many positive changes and they expect basketball one day to
break the isolation and our basketball players to prove themselves in the international arena as well.
On the other hand basketball player Berisha thanked minister Krasniqi and informed him of his plans to further
developing his career. He expressed his great willingness and readiness in a near future to being part of Kosovo's
representation in basketball. Berisha expressed his hope that basketball of Kosovo will be internationally recognized
very soon.

Kosovo Kickboxing National Team won 13 medals in
the World Championship in Thessaloniki

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli Krasniqi
welcomed in a meeting the Kosovo national team of
kickboxing, who has shone in the World Championships in
Thessaloniki of Greece, by winning 13 medals, 1 gold, 3
silver, and 9 bronze medals. In this championship there
were competitors from about 50 countries. Minister
Krasniqi considered this not only as a significant success
for Kosovo Kickboxing, but for sport in general. He said
that this proves once again that Kosovo has a great
potential in Kickboxing, but also for sports in general.
Minister expressed his continuing support for Kickboxing

and other sports and added that Kosovo is enjoying better
days in sport. Supporting, said minister will focus in every
aspect, with a particular emphasis in a better organization
of domestic competitions and successful presentations
abroad.
On the other hand, the President of Kosovo Kickboxing
Federation Mr. Fatmir Makolli, thanked Minister Krasniqi
for his continuous support. He said that this is a very
important success and he promised his commitment on
keeping the tradition and great potential in this sport, with
the aim of achieving even greater successes.
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