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Ideas from around the world help us in
preserving and promoting cultural heritage

Minister of Culture, Youth and
Sport Mr. Memli Krasniqi, pointed
out that the responsible
institutions should be commited to
work on bringing a good working
and responsibility spirit in order to
secure a better protection and
promotion of cultural heritage of
Kosovo.
He made these comments on the
international day of heritage, when
was also promoted the
archeological guide of Kosovo,

prepared by the Archeological
Institute of Kosovo with the
support of MCYS, as well as the
promotion and awareness video
spot on cultural heritage. The guide
is published in three languages, in
Albanian, Serbian and English,
while the video spot is only in two
languages, in Albanian and Serbian.
This activity was held in the
museum of Kosovo, and it was
attended as well by representatives
of local and international
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The information and awareness
campaign on copyright begins
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Mr. Memli Krasniqi, has officially
opened the information and
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Kosovo celebrates the World Heritage Day

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport Mr.
Memli Krasniqi, pointed out that the
responsible institutions should be
commited to work on bringing a good
working and responsibility spirit in
order to secure a better protection and
promotion of cultural heritage of Kosovo.
He made these comments on the
international day of heritage, when was
also promoted the archeological guide of
Kosovo, prepared by the Archeological
Institute of Kosovo with the support of
MCYS, as well as the promotion and
awareness video spot on cultural
heritage. The guide is published in three
languages, in Albanian, Serbian and
English, while the video spot is only in
two languages, in Albanian and Serbian.
This activity was held in the museum of
Kosovo, and it was attended as well by
representatives of local and international
institutions. In his speech, minister
Krasniqi assessed that the guide and the
promotion video spot are a significant
step for documentation and promotion of
heritage. He added that in the near
future there will be other forms of
cultural heritage presentation as well,
such as monumental, archeological and
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spiritual heritage.
Minister Krasniqi added that during the
last year and through this year there have
been many achievements in this segment,
but he pointed out that more engagement
is needed. “Our special commitment, of all
our institutions should be creating a good
working spirit and responsibility to carry
out our tasks. Such a spirit, undoubtfully
will create an easier approach toward the
challenges we face. We already are in the
process of drafting a clear legal framework,
which will create a clarified responsibility
and scope of institutions toward cultural
heritage. Minister added that in the past,
even today, in some certain counties, it is
aimed that cultural diversity of Kosovo to
serve as a dividing point. “We should in fact
follow the opposite, while seeing the
cultural, religious and national diversity as
a common wealth that makes us even
closer to each other. The heritage, without
any exception, should be promoted by all,
as what we create and build today, in the
future will be a part of our cultural
heritage. In this frame, we should plant the
spirit of respect to new generations toward
the past of our people.”, he added. Minister
appreciated the engagement of cultural

heritage being part of the learning
curriculum as well.
So far achievements, claimed minister
Krasniqi , are also as a result of a great
assistance received from many local and
international partners. He took the
opportunity to share acknowledgements to
Italian Embassy in Kosovo, American
Embassy, Council of Europe, Liaison Office
of European Committee, OSBE, Turkish
Agency for Coordination and
Development, CHWB, IRD and Intersos.
Meanwhile, the head of Archeological
Institute of Kosovo, Mr. Enver Rexhaj,
spoke regarding the work commited by
this institution, as well as for the future
plans. He added that it is very important
the great support they have from the MCYS
for research and scientific work.
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European experts help in legislative reform
in the field of cultural heritage
Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli
Krasniqi, met the Director of Culture and Cultural and
Natural Heritage Council of Europe, Mr. Robert Palmer,
with whom they have discussed the work done so far in
the reform legislation governing cultural heritage.
Minister Krasniqi announced Mr. Palmer to form a
working group to amend the Law of Succession and the
progress to date in this matter.
For his part, Mr. Palmer reported that, at the request of
Minister Krasniqi, the Council of Europe experts on
cultural heritage are expected to be soon part of the
working group.
He appreciated the steps taken by MCYS in this regard.
Minister Krasniqi and Palmer agreed to hold contacts
regarding other common steps to be taken in this
regard. Works within the cultural heritage, Minister
Krasniqi announced Mr. Palmer for actions taken on
the issue of marking cultural heritage, which said that
they expect soon to start the implementation, after the
concrete steps to be taken by the Ministry
Infrastructure.One of the topics she discussed was the second phase of the Project Plan for the Promotion of Cultural Diversity in
Kosovo, a project supported by the European Commission. Interviewees considered this as a very important step and agreed to be in
constant coordination, as gave ideas on how this project could be more inclusive.
Even the cinematography has been one of the topics discussed, where the minister announced Mr. Palmer with the work being done to
change the law but also to have scored successes in cinematography Kosovo last year and the first months of this year. For his part, Mr.
Palmer said he will work to establish cooperation links between Kosovar filmmakers and experts in this field by the Council of Europe.
In this regard he said that the organization of joint seminars and conferences would be a good form of exchange of experiences and
seeing the possibilities of realizing film projects through final coproduction.
Further, Minister Krasniqi and Mr. Palmer praised the cooperation that exists between MCYS and the Council of Europe and both
showed dedication to the deepened cooperation.

Ideas and best practices from around the world will
help us in preserving and promoting our cultural heritage
Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli Krasniqi, said that
creative ideas and practical examples from many countries, for the
preservation and promotion of cultural heritage would be a good
guide for Kosovo to mark further progress in this field.
He spoke at the opening ceremony of intangible heritage Regional
Conference with the theme, "The role of intercultural dialogue and
access to the protection and transmission of intangible cultural
heritage to new generations," which will be held for two days in
Pristine.
In his speech, Minister Krasniqi thanked the Council of Europe, the
U.S. Embassy in Pristina and other international partners for the
assistance provided to Kosovo in the field of cultural heritage, as the
restoration, protection, promotion and also in developing a modern
legislation. He also added that Kosovo boasts cultural heritage and
said that they are more that it be preserved and to convey to young people. "When I say rich, I do not think only in terms of many
elements that make up this heritage, but I have in mind is this legacy of diversity within myself, that I've said several times, is a value
with which the pride and must keep more love. For this reason the cultural heritage in the list of priorities for this term is mine. I
believe all agree that we have many challenges in all these commitments around preserving and promoting our cultural heritage and it
is a challenge I would say to many countries around the world. It is important that cultural heritage we all see as a point of our
approach and not as something that divides we, as probably happened in the past, "said Minister Krasniqi.
Meanwhile, Head of the Council of Europe in Kosovo, Mr. Tim Cartwright said the Council of Europe will continue to have Kosovo as a
priority. He estimated that this conference will help to create more links between people, to promote dialogue and deal with best
practices on how spiritual heritage to the younger generation should be followed.
Promotion of the Intangible Cultural Heritage elements and their protection, access and analysis of inter cultural role in the evaluation,
protection and management of intangible cultural heritage and the drafting of recommendations on effective ways of monitoring the
practices of intangible heritage to generations next, are the objectives that this conference aims to achieve.
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Ulpiana archaeological site - Pristina

Tailors Bridge - Gjakova
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The information and awareness campaign
on copyright begins

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport,
Mr. Memli Krasniqi, has officially
opened the information and awareness
campaign on copyright, under the
motto “Kosovo protects the author”. In
a meeting with composers, producers,
authors, editors, professors, singers
and instrumentalists, on April 23,
Minister Krasniqi said that this is a
very good news and it consists of a
significant step toward other
engagements to be committed in the
future according to Law on copyright
and other related rights. Of course, he
felt sorry for the delay of this campaign
because in the past nobody had a
serious approach toward this field.
Nevertheless, it is better later than
much more later, claimed the minister.
“The aim of this campaign is to inform
the society, especially groups of
interest, regarding some main issues
put forward on this matter; that
Kosovo has a Law that protects the
right of the author, that those who
should implement the Law are wellknown, which are the works to be
protected, how long is the copyright to
last, how is the right administered and
what are the benefits of the creators as
well as the society in general, from the
protection and respect of the author's
right. The campaign will last for three
months and during this period we will
engage intensively in other projects as
well, said the minister, in the ceremony
which was organised in Emerald hotel,
in Pristina. He also notified that in the

days to come there will be even more
concrete steps to be done regarding
protection of artistic and literary work,
as well as other fields of artistic work.
“The strategy against forgery and piracy
is almost being drafted. We will consult
all respective factors for the final
drafting of this strategy. In meantime, a
few days ago we have also drafted a
regulation on licensing of associations
for collective administration, and this
regulation will enter into force from the
following month. Drafting of other legal
documents will be proceeded by the
Task Force formation against piracy,
because, as you already know, not only in
Kosovo, but in other countries as well,
piracy occurrence not only flagrantly,
treads the author's right, but it damages
the economy of the country as well. This
Task Force will consist of the
representatives of main competent
institutions in order to fight piracy and
to protect the author's right, such as
MCYS, MTI, police, customs, prosecution,
market inspectorate, competent courts,
and other institutions related to this
segment, said minister, while adding as
well that obtaining the best regional and
European experiences regarding this
matter will be our engagement as well.
In his speech minister Krasniqi
encouraged the foundation of two
associations for collective administration
and their licensing that he hopes to
happen very soon. These associations
are APIK, that protects the right on
music, and VAPIK, that aims to protect

the author's right in film industry. I urge
others as well, like authors, editors,
scholars and other creators, to merge
and found such associations, which will
serve them at first, but they will create
easier circumstances for all state
institutions in order to exercise
responsively their obligations pursuant
to Law.
By considering as very reasonable the
requirements on working more and
faster on author right protection,
minister said that, the creators,
especially those working in music field
should as well accomplish their
obligations pursuant to Law.“Our goal to
be part of Europe is related as well to
this partnership relationship between
institutions and other groups of interest.
By functioning in this way, when
everyone accomplishes his own
obligations, then undoubtedly, our
society will built a system of genuine
values. ” The campaign on the author's
right will last for three months and it
will be extended in some spheres,
through media and different
organisations. Regarding this matter we
have prepared sensibilisation materials
and a video spot, where you can find the
answers for the main issues of the
author's right.
On the other hand, the director of
association for collective administration,
APIK, Mr. Florent Boshnjaku, appreciated
this event and considered it as very
important.“We have been waiting this
event for a long time, but as minister
said, we are delayed in this process, but
it is better late than never. APIK
association was founded a few months
ago and so far we have about 500
members. It is founded with the aim of
collective administration of the author's
rights. We hope to obtain the license as
soon as possible, and to be accepted as
an association by the Ministry and have
the opportunity to simply function as
association for the benefits of the
artists”, he claimed.
Mr. Blerim Gjoci, one of the VAPIK
founders, in his speech pointed out that
it is a long time we have been waiting for
this moment to happen. “I welcome the
minister and this wonderful team who
are trying hard to finally have a Law and
a prior infrastructure. I hope that in this
significant day, Kosovo as well will
overtake this copyright drowsiness at
last”, said Gjoci.
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DOKUFEST PriFilmFest SKENA UP

DOKUFEST, The International
Documentary and Short Film
Festival, is the largest film event in
Kosova. The Festival is organized in
August in the picturesque and
historical town of Prizren which
attracts numerous international
and regional artists.
In this annually organized festival
films are screened twice a day in
three open air cinemas as well as in
two regular cinemas.
Except for its films, the festival is
also well-known for lively nights
after the screening.
Various events happen within the
scope of the festival: workshops,
DokuPhoto exhibitions, festival
camping, concerts, which
altogether turn the city into a
charming place to be.

PriFilmFest's mission is to open doors of
the newest country in the world, Kosovo,
to welcome different cultures of the
world through cinema, using it as a
medium to promote open dialogue
between cultures and nations. Prishtina
International Film Festival, seeks to
bring the best of world cinema to
Prishtina & Kosovo, and to promote the
best of Kosovar film to the international
audience. PriFilmFest aims to develop
local and international talent, by
enhansing growth of the industry in the
country. It will also provide an
invaluable cultural benefit to the people
of Kosovo.
Ms. Vanessa Redgrave, famous British
actress, Oscar and Golden Globe winner,
has confirmed that she will be the
President of the Board of PriFilmFest,
and will support the festival through her
network of contacts from the world of
film. This festival is set to happen in
September 2009.

Founded in October 2003 by a group of
students and young artists, SKENA UP is
the NGO that organizes the International
Students' Film and Theatre Festival in
Kosovo. SKENA UP Festival is unique not
only in Kosovo, but also in the wider
Balkan region, by being one of the few 'in
competition' festivals dedicated to film
and theatre students. SKENA UP Festival
has two key missions, that both aim to
overcome the weak institutional support
offered to film and theatre students
across the Balkans. First, we provide a
suitable forum for students to present
their work to the public, thereby
building a crucial link in the chain of
artistic creation: interaction with and
feedback from the audience. Second, by
bringing together peers from all over the
world and introducing students to
internationally renowned directors,
producers, writers and actors, we
facilitate their access to an artistic
network invaluable for their future
careers.

Nine Eleven
911 Festival was born as an idea on the evening of July 4 when in Pristina held a
huge concert in honor of Independence Day of USA. At the end of this concert when it
was dismantled almost Set designer, and when cleaners are slowly cast away debris
from dozens of concert audiences, almost everything is extinct without trace, had
hardly ever happens. As a result, the feeling of creating something that will remain as
a value and that will not disappear, was born. For this reason, on the evening of
tomorrow "Akbar" was created the idea for the start of the Festival, where Blerim
Gjoci got the support of Nazi Fran (EastWestInstitute) and began preparations. The
idea was that competition was announced for the scenarios on the topic of Sept. 11,
then to give the perspective of artists in the event of that date.

SHQIP FILM FEST
International Short Film Festival SHQIP FILM FEST is an international festival for
professional short films of up to 29 minutes in length. It is held each year in the end
of June in the KOSOVO town of PEJA. Established in 2010, the festival had grown
from a competitive forum for student films into the largest and most prestigious
short film festival in KOSOVO and the region.
Festival gives you the opportunity to perform your vision, to turn on the lights for
those who don't want to see, to make it loud for those who don't want to hear. The
camera is impartial, but you can combine art and creativity with thematic work on
social issues and cultural diversity! Nevertheless, the vision and creativity of the
filmmakers that draw the line between reality and fiction.
06

NEWSLETTER

MAR/APR 2012

Bi-monthly newsletter of Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sport of Republic of Kosovo

Old Bazaar and the Hadumi Mosque -Gjakova

Church of St. Levish - Prizren

07

Bi-monthly newsletter of Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sport of Republic of Kosovo

MAR/APR 2012

NEWSLETTER

Minister Krasniqi met the President of
the International Judo Federation,
Mr. Marius Viser
Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr.
Memli Krasniqi, met Thursday, evening
in Budapest (on April 20), chairman of
the International Judo Federation, Mr.
Marius Viser, and President of European
Judo Union, Mr. Sergey Soloveychik.
At the meeting attended by the chairman
of the Kosovo Olympic Committee, Mr.
Trust Hassan, chairman of the Judo
Federation of Kosovo, Mr. Agron Kuka,
judoist Majlinda Kelmendi and her
coach, Mr. Driton Kuka. In this meeting is
officially recognized certificates of
acceptance of Kosovo's Judo Federation
International Judo Federation, an act that
occurred on April 10. The Minister
thanked Mr. Viser for the great
contribution that has given the sport of
Judo development in Kosovo, especially
in receiving the full rights of Judo
Federation of Kosovo in the world's
highest institution of this sport.
The Minister praised the contribution of
Mr. Viser is a unique example for many
other institutions worldwide sports
athletes who continue to ignore the
Kosovars. He also appreciated the great
help that is given by Mr. Viser in view of
Kosovo to Majlinda Kelmendi Olympic
Games "London 2012". The Minister
stressed that joining the IJF is a result of
a greater commitment of leaders of the
Judo Federation of Kosovo, and above all
the great successes achieved Majlinda
Kelmendi.
Meanwhile, Minister Krasniqi announced
Mr. Viser other concrete steps that are
being made to be part of the Olympic
Games "London 2012". In the coming
weeks, Minister Krasniqi said that there
will be many meetings and consultations
with many people involved in this sports
event. Kosovo's demand, he said, is that if
Majlinda Kelmendi cannot be
represented by its flag state to appear as
an independent athlete. The Minister
expressed hope that the 23 and May 25,
Kosovo will get good news from the
Executive Committee of the International
Olympic Committee that these data also
hold meeting in Quebec, Canada. Present
in Quebec is expected to be the Minister
Krasniqi.
For his part, chairman of the IJF, Mr.
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Marius Viser, said to have been, and is a special feeling that could contribute to opening
the road to a very talented athlete, but also for a new place that has great potential for the
sport in general. He appreciated the commitment made ? ? Minister Krasniqi, KOC-being
and the Judo Federation of Kosovo, in the process of internationalization, especially for
participation in LO "London 2012". Mr. Viser promised to continue helping Kosovo to the
attainment of this goal, but also in other areas, especially in the improvement of working
conditions for Kosovo judosit's.
Minister Krasniqi and the IJF President, Mr. Viser, agreed to be in constant contact to
reach the issue sensitization Majlinda Kelmendi as much and to finally achieve the goal,
its participation in the "London 2012", where the second of hope that it will bring medals.
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Minister Krasniqi to the UN: Kosovo athletes
should participate in the Olympic Games
“London 2012"
Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr.
Memli Krasniqi has followed in the
Organization of the United Nations
demand that Kosovo athletes to enable
participation in the Olympic Games
"London 2012". Minister Krasniqi met
Tuesday, on April 11 in New York, Mr.
Peter Schmitz, director for Europe and
Latin America in the Department of
Peacekeeping Operations within the UN.
In meeting with Mr. Schmitz, the minister
said that isolation of the sport for two
decades now Kosovo is an unfair and
contrary to basic human rights and
European values. He asked, that in
particular Majlinda Kelmendi to enable
participation in the Olympic Games
"London 2012", representing her
country, Kosovo. But if this, the minister
said Krasniqi, could not occur due to
procedures and the short time before
competition, then Majlinda be presented
as 'independent athlete', under the
banner of the International Olympic
Committee.
Addition, Minister Krasniqi announced
UN official who has the most difficulty is
amended sport in Kosovo in the process
of internationalization, as in football,
basketball and other sports are also
popular. He stressed that isolation caused
Kosovo has greatly influenced the
development of genuine competition in
Kosovo, the enthusiasm of talent in
sports, as well as increasing private
investment in this regard. Mr. Schmitz
Minister announced his engagement to
see equal Kosovar athletes in
international competitions, and
announced the commitments being made
in improving infrastructure and
encouraging young people to play sports.
Kosovo, minister Krasniqi said has given
the world many outstanding athletes,
who unfortunately, political
circumstances do not formally represent
their country.
For his part, Mr. Schmitz expressed an
understanding for the demand of Kosovo,
but said the UN as a political organization
cannot interfere in the affairs of the
International Olympic Committee.
However, he said that using the legal
options that will give their support to
enable participation in LO Majlinda
Kelmendi "London 2012". He appreciated
the commitment of Minister Krasniqi and
sports leaders in the direction of
improving the situation developing in
sports competitions, measure, and

internationalization, improvement of infrastructure and promotion of "fair play".
During his visit to the United States of America, Minister Krasniqi has followed closely the
world's largest competition of karate, U.S. Open, held in Las Vegas, and USA Junior
Olympics competitions and Ozawa Cup. In these competitions, Kosovo was represented by
10 runners of different categories, which showed the highest level to deal with the
world's best karate. Among the many medals from the three tournaments, with great
success was achieved by Afrim Latifi, who received the Gold Medal in the worst category over 84 kg.
Minister Krasniqi on this occasion he met with Mr. John DiPasquale, president of
American Federation of Karate, with whom the invitation conveyed in such competitions.
At the meeting, accompanied by Minister Fadil Arifi, president of the Karate Federation of
Kosovo, they discussed the possibilities of internationalization of karate Kosovo. The
Minister thanked Mr. Krasniqi. DiPasquale for opportunities to karate sport is giving
Kosovo to take part in official competitions of the World Karate Federation, such as USA
Open. He urged further cooperation DiPasquale to accept the KCF by FBK. Mr. DiPasquale
in turn praised the support of Minister Krasniqi karate's Kosovo, and said they deserve to
be in the international arena, because in his opinion, have a high quality, which was
confirmed by the successes achieved during the tournaments in question.
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Kosovo Judo Federation becomes a full
member of International Judo Federation

Judo Federation of Kosovo on 10th of
April 2012 becomes a full right member
of International Judo Federation. The
news was given by the Minister of
Culture, Youth and Sport, Mr. Memli
Krasniqi. On 13th of April he had a
meeting with the head of Kosovo Judo
Federation, Mr.Agron Kuka, and with the
head of Kosovo Olimpic Committee, Mr.
Besim Hasani, with whom he discussed
about the following steps to be
undertaken regarding the
internationalisation of sport, especially
about the participation of Miss. Majlinda
Kelmendi in Olimpic Games “London
2012”. This is the fourth Kosovo
Federation that becomes a member with
full rights of respective international
federations. In the press conference, after
the meeting, Mr. Krasniqi valuated the
mebership as a very significant news for
Kosovo. He pointed out that this
membership is an example of even more
engagement toward sport
internationalisation , and he warned that
in the following two months new
memberships of other federations are to
be expected as well.
“The fact that Judo Federation is now a
member is very important because this
is the sport that achieved the best world
results. Miss. Majlinda Kelmendi is an
example. And when now on, Miss.
Majlinda Kelmendi will represent the
Kosovo flag, anthem, equal with all other
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countries is a very emotional moment that
makes us work even harder in order to
create equal possibilities for other sports
and federations as well. This is a significant
step and we expect that in the following
two months to have formally the fifth
federation to become a member in order
to complete the criteria for application of
the Kosovo Olympic Committee in the
International Olympic Committee as well”,
claimed Mr. Krasniqi, while giving the
gratitude to the heads of Judo Federation
and Kosovo Olympic Committee for their
engagement and continuous coordination
they had through this process.
Mr. Agron Kuka, head of Kosovo Judo
Federation, pointed out the importance of
this moment and gave his gratitude to Mr.
Krasniqi and head of KOC, Mr. Hasani for
the hard work to achieve this goal. He also
mentioned that this is a result of hard
work and great successes of Kosovo judof
sportists in international arenas as well.

Mr.Kuka gave his gratitude for the head o
the International Judo Federation,
Mr.Mauris Vizer for the assistance he
provided to Kosovo judo sportists.
The head of Kosovo Olympic Committee,
Mr.Besim Hasani appreciated the
engagement of the minister as well as of
the heads of the Judo Federation. He
pointed out that this is another result of a
proactive approach of all Kosovo
Institutions, from prime minister,
presidency and MCYS. Judo Federation,
ping-pong Federation, weightlifting
Federation and Sagittarius Federation are
four Federations that became members
with full rights in international respective
federations.
As a criteria of Kosovo Olympic Committee
to be a member of International Olympic
Committee is to have five Federations
internationally accepted in respective
federations, as well as state recognition
from international community.
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Majlinda Kelmendi was rewarded by the MCYS and
other government institutions with 25 thousand Euros,
for her outstanding achievements internationally in judo

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports,
Mr. Memli Krasniqi, signed the decision
to reward judoist Majlinda Kelmendi
with 10 thousand Euros.
In a meeting he had with judoist and
her trainer, Mr. Driton Kuka, the
minister has announced that more than
this, with his proposal, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Kosovo has allocated
10 thousand Euro, as well as the
Ministry of Trade and Industry has
allocated 5 thousand Euros. The
Minister said that this support is
neither the first nor the last.
He added that it is very encouraging
that already has expanded institutional
support for judoist Kelmendi. "Its
successes related to all areas and are
the best promotion that Kosovo is
making in the international arena. It
was a long time is a true ambassador of
Kosovo is a promoter of our country
and is, as I've said often, the pride of
the sport of Kosovo, "Minister Krasniqi
said, at a press conference after the
meeting”
Meanwhile, Majlinda Kelmendi and her
coach, Driton Kuka, said to them is a
special moment sharing the rewards.
"You are witnesses that support is
continued. Besides the financial aspect
you help us in other respects. All public
should know that merits greater
Lunacek work belong to you, "said
judoist Kelmendi.
"It is our pleasure to this solemn day
for the entire public is informed about
the support that our athlete has. It is a
key moment in an athlete is the main
political and sporting agendas. Norm

has secured Olympic Majlinda is best
used by the Minister Krasniqi and his
work has been to have a European
Parliament resolution which referred the
request for the participation of our
athletes at the Olympic Games, "said
coach Kuka. In the meantime, minister
Krasniqi said that is satisfied with
Majlindas successes of the mattresses
will be an inspiration for many other
athletes from Kosovo. State institutions,
in particular, MCYS, said the minister will
always be support for athlete's peak. "Let
me confirm that support will continue
throughout, but also to all our athletes to
achieve peak success in the international
arena. I hope her example will be an
inspiration for our athletes in different
sports, for successes in Kosovo and the
international arena. "In his speech
Minister Krasniqi has taken the
opportunity to thank the Association of
Insurance Companies, which in early
2011 had responded positively to his
request, to support judoist Kelmendi.
In connection with efforts to ensure
participation in the Olympics Majlinda
Kelmendi "London 2012", the minister
announced that his agenda of meetings
in the coming weeks will be quite busy.
"We have a remarkable example of
success that faces challenges in the
international arena. Majlinda is the basis
of all the discussions I had with
international sports bodies. Even during
joint compilation of amendment
Lunacek Rapporteur in the European
Parliament resolution on Kosovo, which
is including the requirement that Kosovo
athletes to enable participation in the

Olympic Games, the main basis of this
requirement has been Majlinda "added
the minister, as he has announced that
on 23 and May 25 will be in Quebec,
Canada, where he will hold a meeting of
the Executive Committee of the
International Olympic Committee. The
Minister said that Kosovo already has
clear application to the mattresses form
of participation in the Olympics. "It is
everyone's dream to represent Majlinda
Republic of Kosovo. We have sought
other alternative it to be as independent
athletes under the Olympic flag and this
means that it represents Kosovo, but
deprived of the right to use the flag.
I will be in Quebec and will have a
meeting with all the people who are part
of the decision and hope that from there
we return to the fulfillment of the will of
the mattresses, "said the minister, asked
by reporters about the decision of
Kosovo form of participation of the
mattresses in LO "London 2012". Even
coach Kuka said that to this would be a
better representation of Kosovo, if there
is to have full representation of the state.
The Minister was asked by the media
about the possibility of declaration of
priority sports like Judo. "I have said in
Peja, publicly IPPON club, where I saw all
the great work that is done, that judo
should have priority status. The fact that
today we have an Olympic norm, and in
2016 I'm sure it will have more, is
actually rich enough to consider this. As
part of the regulations will have some
sort of categorization of sports, and this
would normally occur under the Olympic
cycle, "said the minister.
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Minister Krasniqi: Judo deserves to be given a priority
in the Republic of Kosovo

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports,
Mr. Memli Krasniqi said that the sport
of Judo the sport deserves to be a
priority in Kosovo, after the success has
raised the quality of the sport but also
its international respect for Kosovo.
He made ? ? the comments during a
visit made ? ? to the International Judo
Camp in Pec in Kosovo which except
judoist's Majlinda Kelmendi and Nora
Gjakova, are participating Judoist from
Hungary and one from Brazil, which is
expected to be participating in LO
"London 2012 "and representation of
Montenegro.
Minister Krasniqi appreciated the work
he has done judo selector
Kosovo,Driton Kuka, and once again
expressed his respect and full support
for MCYS Judo Federation, but in
particular for judoist Kelmendi, which
has secured the Olympic norm "London
2012". "A camp of Kosovo shows that
judo has reached a high level not only
quality but also the international
respect and it deserves of brothers
Kuka, especially Bodybuilding and
judoist's Majlinda Kelmendi and Nora
Gjakova.
I express again my personal respect and
normally before you reaffirm my
support for the Judo Federation and the
further advancement of this sport,
which I consider should be a priority
sport in the Republic of Kosovo and I
believe that after you have passed the
Law for Sports, and after working with
12

bylaws, we will make appropriate
assessments to see sports that will be a
priority as sports, not overlooked any
other, but to see better prospects in the
international arena, "said Minister
Krasniqi case. He has appeared
convinced that the successful Kosovar
athletes, especially Majlinda Kelmendi
will be on "London 2012", and
expressed confidence that success will
not be lacking. For his part, Kosovo
selector in judo, Mr. Driton Kuka, said to
have been very encouraging support
provided by the Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sport

since last year. "It's fun for the club that
is here Minister Krasniqi, who has made
a revolution in the regulation of legality
in sport and supporting athletes. Is an
additional motivation for us, today after
30 years we have reached the
Olympics? This is a merit of all.
Because the energy of the minister and
everyone will have achieved a lot and I
believe that we together with the
Minister will be in "London 2012", "said
Kuka, he expressed the view that judo
should be one of priority sports in the
Republic of Kosovo.

NEWSLETTER

Minister Krasniqi opened the
friendly match in minigolf
between Kosovo and Croatia

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli Krasniqi
made today's opening friendly match between Kosovo and the
representative of Croatia in mini golf. Friendly match held in
Miniature "Prishtina" on April 21. Minister Krasniqi
considered this as a very significant event for the sport in
Kosovo, and wished success minigolfers. In this sporting
event was also attended by the president of the International
Federation of Miniature, Mr. Gerhard Zimmermann, with
whom Minister Krasniqi held a meeting on Friday. Kosovo is
the only country in the region that has organized the sport
and built for this terrain is considered as one of the best in
Europe.
Meanwhile one day after the match and two days after the
membership of the Federation of Kosovo Miniature (FMGK)
European Federation of Mini golf, Minister of Culture, Youth
and Sports, Mr. Memli Krasniqi, has hosted a meeting with
President of International Federation of Miniature, z. Gerhard
Zimmermann and Secretary General of FMK's, Mr. Lavdim
Zylfiu. Minister Krasniqi assessed as very good news for Mini
Golf, but sport in general, FMGK's membership in the
European Federation of Mini Golf. Minister Krasniq thanked
Mr. Zimmermann Minister for the assistance it has given the
FMGK to achieve full membership in all international
mechanisms of this sport, as well as in other respects, as in
the organization of the federation, clubs and competitions.
The Minister praised the work he has done has FMGK and
enthusiasm of its leaders and all enthusiasts of this sport. He
estimated it would work for this sport massive in Kosovo, so
that our country is an important address in Mini Golf. MCYS
minister said will continue to support FMGK-in, organized
local competitions as well as the international character. For
us it is good sense, the minister said Krasniqi, Kosovo is one of
the only countries in the region that is well organized and the
sport. International Federation of Miniature, Mr. Gerhard
Zimmermann, thanked the minister for the reception and
expressed satisfaction that for the first time in Kosovo. Mr.
Zimmermann said is very encouraging that in Kosovo there
are enthusiasts of this sport and added he hoped the
countries of the region to take example from Kosovo. He
promised to continue helping Kosovo mini golfers for even
better organization in all areas.
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Theater artists finally
have a genuine support
from the state institutions

Deputy Minister of Culture, youth and sport, Mr. Hajdin
Abazi, declared today that since last year the approach
toward the artists, especially those of theater, has
fundamentally changed. In the annual drama award
ceremony “Katarina Josipi”, held in the National Theater of
Kosovo, for the sake of 27 March as well – the world theater
day, deputy minister Mr. Abazi claimed that now on the
artists of theater are not seen as an excessive burden of the
state, but they already receive a gracefull approach by the
state. “ I would take the opportunity that at this place, today,
to recall the decisions made and implemented by MCYS with
the minister Mr. Memli Krasniqi as follows: first, the
National Theater, pursuant to existing Law, has the resident
ensemble of artists which it is soon being closed, and the
second issue, almost the most awaited one, for artists as well
as the other theater employees, the contracts on act, which
in one or the other way have harmed their professional and
creative dignity and have been a permanent harm for artists,
currently are replaced by regular working contracts, that
means they are stimulated more and they have better legal
protection.
Except this, their salaries have already been raised a
hundred percent claimed the deputy minister before the
participants. He also took the opportunity to notify the
artists regarding the minister decision on foundation of
Theater Annual Awards, and of a special regulation to be
issued related to this matter.
Deputy minister Mr. Abazi assessed the whole theater
composition in Kosovo, while emphasizing that it had a
significant role in social intellectual raising. “The successes
of theater in our country, which have their source on
anthologic works of local and foreign authors as well as of
local and world contemporary ones, inspired the public
and enriched the spirit of every individual, he pointed out,
while wishing even better future to the artists of theater.
Meanwhile, the first drama award “Katarina Jopsipi” went
to “Sodom Sadomazo”,with the author Dhurata Hoti. The
second award went to the drama “The Bermuda Triangle
Mystery”, with the author Ferdinand Hysi, while the third
award went to drama “The experiment”, with the author
Agush Mulliqi.
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MEP Lunacek and Minister Krasniqi agree to cordinate actions to ensure
the participation of Kosovo athletes in the Olympic Games ‘’London 2012’’
Isolation of the sport of Kosovo and the
international awareness of decisionmaking in sport for Kosovo's request to
be participatory, equitable, in any
international sports competition, has
been a topic that is discussed with
particular emphasis on the meeting
that there was now Minister Culture,
Youth and Sports, Mr. Memli Krasniqi
Rapporteur for Kosovo in the European
Parliament, Ms. Ulrike Lunacek.
Minister on this occasion thanked Ms.
Lunacek for the work he has done in
adopting a resolution on Kosovo, in PE,
in which is included an appeal to the
International Olympic Committee to
allow athletes from Kosovo to
participate in the Olympic Games
"London 2012 ". Also in this resolution,
adopted Thursday in PE with 475 votes
in favor, including the importance is the
inclusion of Kosovo in all international
institutions of culture and cultural
heritage.
Minister Krasniqi announced euro
deputy Lunacek the state through
which has passed for many years the
sport of Kosovo and the situation in
which it is now, especially with major
consequences is causing almost total
isolation. He said that Kosovo by major
international sports organizations are
becoming injustice. Minister has
mentioned that there are many
successful athletes from Kosovo, who
are the main part of the national teams
of many countries but also the clubs. It

has been shown numerous
commitments that had more than one
year, to send to London, very successful
judoist from Kosovo, Majlinda Kelmendi.
Now, due to the short time that the
Olympic Committee of Kosovo to apply
and probably not great to be admitted to
the International Olympic Committee,
demand of Kosovo, Majlinda Kelmendi is
run as an independent athlete at the
Olympic flag, after so much becomes
sensitive issue of Kosovo's sports
isolation of passion and great talent to
work and success, that Kosovo athletes.
Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports,
said that his commitment is the
maximum Majlinda Kelmendi, a Kosovo
athlete; many will be successful in
“London 2012".

On its part, the Euro MP Lunacek has
said it will continue to be committed to
Kosovo's request to be realized. It
showed a high interest in the sport of
Kosovo situation and said he believes
that more rapid internationalization
obstacles will be removed. Minister
Krasniqi and rapporteur Lunacek agreed
to have a fully coordinated, to the
realization of Kosovo's request to have
its athletes LO "London 2012". Lunacek
and Minister Krasniqi have discussed
regarding the possibility and importance
of the inclusion of Kosovo in
international institutions of culture and
cultural heritage. The Minister pointed
out that the situation has reached but
added that even at this level have lobbies
in order to remove political barriers.

Statement of minister Krasniqi for the EP Resolution on Kosovo
Approval of the Resolution on Kosovo in the European Parliament, which includes the amendment, which underlines the
importance of the inclusion of Kosovo in international institutions of culture and cultural heritage, and sports organizations,
especially the call made to the International Olympic Committee that t 'to enable athletes from Kosovo, participation in the
Olympic Games "London 2012" is one of the most important steps made since war is in the process of internationalization
in all three segments. I want to thank the Rapporteur for Kosovo in the European Parliament, Ms. Ulrike Lunacek, for deep
cooperation shown to our request and our athletes to participate in "London 2012" should be included in this resolution.
Call to the International Olympic Committee, which is supported by 475 MEPs, constitutes an important moment in all our
efforts are being made to achieve the goal to have our athletes at the Olympic Games "London 2012". And, obviously for us
is an additional motive for greater involvement in all efforts for internationalization of the sport. Athletes believe they
already have an additional motive to work on developing their talent and passion, always with hope and great confidence
that one day compete at the international level equal to all other athletes and that both have the opportunity more career
development. Resolution sensitizes the public decision-making in sport throughout the injustices that were done and our
athletes are made. I want to assure all Kosovar athletes, especially our hope and our pride, judoist Majlinda Kelmendi that
my commitment will be maximal at these crucial moments to achieve the common goal to be in London.
I also want to express my commitment to continue our commitment to being part of the global institutions of culture and
cultural heritage. Certainly in recent years have been quite reached, but, of course we still have much work to do. As I have
said on many occasions, we must together, without being influenced by political or other opinion whatsoever, to work
towards the advancement of culture and our heritage.
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Kosovo and Croatia should increase the cooperation in
sport

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport, Mr.
Memli Krasniqi has arranged a meeting
with the member of International
Olimpic Committee and the former
head of Croatia Olimpic Committee, Mr.
Antun Verdoljak. In the meeting was
present as well the head of Kosovo
Olimpic Committee, Mr.Besim Hasani.
Minister Krasniqi informed
Mr.Verdoljak with the development of
Kosovo sport, respectively with the
organisations of competitions and
engagements on improving the sport
infrastructure. A special emphasis was
given to the sport internationalisation,
especially the participation of Miss.

Majlinda Kelmendi in Olimpic Games
“London 2012”.
He spoke regarding many meetings he
had for many months, in order to secure
the participation of Miss. Majlinda by
representing the flag of Kosovo. Of
course, if this is not achieved due to
current criteria and circumstances ,
then it remains the request that Miss.
Majlinda Kelmendi to participate in
“London 2012” as an independent
sportswoman.
Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport, Mr.
Memli Krasniqi expresses his gratitude
to Mr.Verdoljak for the asistance he
gave to Kosovo sport in the process of

internationalisation and expressed the
need of increasing cooperation between
Kosovo and Croatia in the field of sport,
by exchanging their experiences and by
developing friendship matches in many
sports.
Meanwhile, Mr.Antun Verdoljak,
congratulated the minister for the
achievements of Kosovo sport so far
and he promised his engagement on
breaking the isolation of Kosovo sport.
He also evaluated that Kosovo and
Croatia should have as mush
cooperation as possible in the function
of sport development.

Deputy Minister Gani Elshani in an official visit to Albania
Deputy Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mr. Gani Elshani on March 28 and 29 has developed an official visit to Albania,
where he met deputy minister of Tourism, Culture, Youth and Sports, Ms. Suzana Turku, Deputy Minister of Education and
Science, Ms. Nora Malaj, and deputy minister of Labor and Social Affairs, Ms. Filloreta Hill.
In a meeting with Vice Minister Turk is talking about having the second collaboration sister ministries. With particular
emphasis has been talked about projects that are implemented and are planned to be realized, as in Kosovo and Albania, for
inclusion of minorities' in general social processes.
While meeting with the deputy minister of Education and Science has talked about community involvement in education.
Deputy Minister Malaj informed the Vice minister Elshani that within their ministry is already open and a directory of
communities. For his part, deputy minister Gani Elshani communities in Albania commitment and interest in education process
should take, A model of the Republic of Kosovo, because as he said a greater advancement in this direction, emphasizing here
the regular participation in class but also overtime Roma children. Meanwhile at the meeting he had with vice minister of
Labour, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities Ms. Filloreta Hill is talking about the social situation of Roma vice Minister Kodra
said the situation of Roma in Albania is not good, but added that efforts to change that.
For his part, Deputy Minister Elshani discussed the problems encountered large presence of Rom's from Albania to Kosovo, to
beg. Interlocutors agreed to continue contacts in order to overcome the challenges.
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